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contempt. But wo have oi$y to look to the bene-
volent and far-sighted policy of the Great Akbar
to realise the extraordinary change that he was
able to bring about in the feelings of his subjects :
ho discarded religious prejudices, not only in
words but in practice, and united the Hindus and
the Mahomedans, making no distinctions of caste
or creed : there were in the State as many
Hindu Nobles, Officials, Advisers, etc., as Maho-
medans, and the Hindus held an equal number of
appointments in the Revenue, Judicial, Military,
and Financial Departments ; while at public
feeremonies and private gatherings, no one could
discern the difference between the two races, so
united were they.

The effect which this policy of Akbar had on the
Hindus does not need recapitulation. In short,
Akbar was worshipped by the Hindus as a Deity :
the Hindu officials forgot all the ill-feeling and
racial hatred which existed in previous times and
commenced to work for him as they would for
their own Raj ; indeed, the effect of Akbar's social
treatment brought about such good feeling that
affmitive relationships commenced, and by the
marriage of Akbar the Royal family became
relations of the Hindus, .